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“Ministry Diversity and the Centrality of Christ in the Local Assembly” 
Issues of Opportunity - Understanding Personal Gifting 

 
Author: Patrick J. Griffiths © 
Date:  September 9, 2007 
Title:  “The Biblical Principle of Grace Giving” 
Text:  1 Corinthians 16:1-4 
 
Intellect - Making it Personal: If you do not give regularly, intentionally, and proportionately 
to your local church, you need to think through your motivation and priorities. 
Volition - Action Step: You should regularly, intentionally, and proportionately give to 
your local church. 
Emotion: Joyful generosity is an expression of grace worked in and through the people of 
God by the Holy Spirit for the sustaining and advancement of His work both near and far. 
 
Question: Should we all be disciples?  And is discipleship synonymous with becoming a 
Christian? 
 
Introduction: 
I need to clarify some thoughts presented in our last study concerning discipleship.  I did 
not have enough time to develop this idea and would like to lay down some initial thoughts 
concerning it.  Often churches advertise to the congregation a discipleship course as if to 
suggest that there is something more to the Christian life or perhaps a sub-set of nominal 
Christianity.  Today’s church has made discipleship a subset of super saints within 
nominal (i.e. “Existing in name only; not real”) Christianity, but discipleship is the normal 
Christian life.  Discipleship is the essence of biblical Christianity.   
  

� Luke 14:25-35: 
In Luke 14, Jesus speaks of discipleship.  Listen carefully to the words of Luke 14:26, 27, 
and 33. 
 

26 “If any man come to me, and hate not his father, and mother, and wife, and children, and 
brethren, and sisters, yea, and his own life also, he cannot be my disciple.  27 And whosoever 
doth not bear his cross, and come after me, cannot be my disciple.  33 So likewise, whosoever 
he be of you that forsaketh not all that he hath, he cannot be my disciple” (Luke 14:26, 27, 
33). 

 
You would think if Matthew 28:18 makes discipleship the core of the New Testament 
Mission that it would be readily understandable?  Biblical discipleship is simply following 
Christ in every area of your life.  Our problem is that we have too many people professing to 
be Christians who do not either know Christ or are refusing to follow Christ and either way 
there is a significant problem. 
 

The word “Disciple (from the Latin discipulus, a pupil) is one who receives instruction from 
another; a scholar; a learner; especially, a follower who has learned to believe in the truth of 
the doctrine of his teacher; an adherent in doctrine.”  en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Disciple 
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We talk about “becoming a disciple” as if it is something that happens after you are a 
Christian.  But is discipleship something that takes place after you become a Christian or 
is becoming a disciple synonymous with becoming a Christian?   
 
Proposition:  My Behavior should reflect this reality. 
This idea is important because when we read passages like Luke 14 we think what it refers 
to is the next step in our obedience, when actually it refers to what happened when we were 
saved.  Perhaps we can say it in this manner for clarity.  When I got saved, I was crucified 
with Christ.  My old identity was killed and I received a new identity.  I did not know this, 
but it was true nonetheless.  Through bible study I have come to understand who I am in 
Christ and now I know why I do what I do.  I was saved with very little knowledge of who 
Christ is, what He has done, and who I am in Him as a result of His work. 
 
The same is true concerning biblical discipleship.  When I got saved, without it being said, I 
was no longer looking to family or friends, comfort and convenience, possessions or people 
to deliver me from my sin.  I got saved because I saw only Jesus.  Luke 14 explains for me 
what took place.  My experience shows the truth of Luke 14.  What this looks like for each 
of us and in today’s church might be different than it did in the first century, but it is no 
less true. 
 
I believe the book of Acts helps us understand this issue even more. 
 

� The Book of Acts: 
Throughout the book of Acts all believers are called disciples.  The word “Christian” is 
found only twice in Acts (11:26; 26:28).  These disciples were sacrificial in the giving of their 
person and of their possessions and this continues to be a reflection of a local church 
family.  Notice how 2 Corinthians 8 notes this principle of priority in verse 5, “and this, not 
as we had expected, but they first gave themselves to the Lord and to us by the will of God.”   
 
Biblical discipleship seeks first the kingdom of God.  This is not something that is optional.  
All Christians desire the kingdom without knowing how to conform to it.  If you are a 
Christian, you are seeking first the kingdom of God.  If you are not a Christian, then you 
are a pagan and you are not seeking first the kingdom of God. 
 
This is the backdrop to the study found in 1 Corinthians 16.  Paul is addressing disciples of 
Jesus Christ. 
 
Introduction to 1 Corinthians 16: 
Someone once said that, “Money talks –– It says bye-bye.”  How does grace and giving work 
in tandem and not in opposition?  How do we keep giving from becoming a legalistic idea?  
By recognizing that what I possess in every area of my life is His and my personal gifting is 
simply a work of grace in and through His people for the advancement of His kingdom. 
 

“This paragraph contains our earliest evidence for a project that became a major undertaking 
of Paul's ministry. The collection for the church at Jerusalem was a symbol in his mind for 
the unity of Jewish and Gentile Christianity.”  
http://www.nccbuscc.org/nab/bible/1corinthians/1corinthians16.htm 
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Paul is responding to a question that had been raised in the letter that the Corinthians had 
sent to him about the collection that had been organized as a special offering for the poor 
among God’s people, especially the saints in Jerusalem. There was a great need there, and 
Paul was pulling together money from various churches to help them.  Paul references this 
same idea in Romans 15:26 and Acts 11:29, 30 and 24:17.   
 
What impresses me is the bond that the early church had within churches.  They did not 
see each one as a separate idea, but expressions of one body.  How do we celebrate this 
oneness?  What could we do as a fellowship to promote a larger unity to the body of Christ? 
 
“The Corinthians made a commitment, but later they started to go back on it. So Paul wrote 
them to motivate them to make good on it. This passage and its sequel (2 Cor. 8, 9) contain 
key principles of Christian financial giving.”  
 
The present danger: 
For people who have gone to church most of their lives, giving can be a real touchy subject.  
Often we are made to feel very guilty at how little we give.  Again, what I hope we see is that 
giving is a work of grace in and through His people for the advancement of His kingdom.  
Because the issue of giving has been mishandled, it has created a barrier in an area that 
should be joy filled and generous.   
 
On a personal note: 
On a personal note, financially supporting a local fellowship through gifting is a 
manifestation of the Holy Spirit.  Giving is no different than any of the other grace gifts or 
fruits of the Holy Spirit.  Although large generosity might be a special gifting to a fellowship, 
all believers are to be givers.  No one can say, “I do not have the gift of giving.”  Just as 
everyone should be gracious, forgiving, peaceable, and humble, so should everyone be 
generous with what they possess.   
 
Our present passage speaks of a collection for the saints.  Within the text Paul provides 
several guidelines to assist the congregation in the area of giving.  First, it is done on 
Sunday when the saints gather.  Second, each one is to make giving intentional and 
proportionate.  Third, there is to be little fan fare when giving.  Finally, giving benefits 
others.  Paul begins with an assumption that each individual believer is to give to the 
church proportionately.  
 
Paul begins this study with the statement “the collection for God’s people.”  He leads this 
study with the purpose of giving. 
 
I. The Purpose: God’s Work 
 
Now about the collection for God’s people… your gift to Jerusalem. (16:1a, 3c) 

 
We have already mentioned that the specific application of our text is Paul’s instructions 
concerning the collection for the poor saints in Jerusalem. The reason for the collection was 
that there was a great need.  This brings us to the purpose of giving, which is that God’s 
work can be accomplished.  Paul saw giving as a ministry to the body and through the 
body.  Our giving serves one another, and then through us serves others. 
 



 

 

4 

God has called this church to be an instrument through which His kingdom work would be 
fulfilled in the world.  It is our giving that enables a ministry to exist locally, nationally, and 
globally in and through Waukesha Bible Church.  
 
Let us make sure that we keep giving in perspective.  Our church could have all the money 
in the world and still be powerless and incapable of reproducing after our kind.  The only 
thing we need for effective ministry is for us to wake up to who we are in Christ and that we 
are a family in love with Him and with one another.  Our generosity is a sign of the Spirit’s 
work.  The amount is irrelevant, but the motive behind the amount means everything.  As 
the people of God we are to constantly be presenting ourselves to the Lord and His work.  
What began at salvation continues to this day.   
 
This brings us to a second idea within the paragraph. 
 
II. The Place: Giving Is Church Centered.  

 
1 Now about the collection for God’s people: Do what I told the Galatian churches to 
do. 2 On the first day of every week… (16:1-2a) 

 
It is interesting that financial gifting is a part of Paul’s instruction to a fellowship.  He goes 
from resurrection truth in chapter 15 to giving in chapter 16.  For Paul, both truths are 
practical.   
 
The comments that Paul makes are directed at a local church.  The instructions he gives 
them are very interesting. He is telling them how to receive the offering. In doing so he 
reveals something that I believe is very important for us to recognize, especially today. He 
instructs us that giving is Church centered. The place where we give is the place where the 
church gathers as the church for worship. Notice that he speaks to them that they are to do 
what he told the Galatian churches to do. And then he mentions their doing it on the first 
day of every week. 
 
Paul recognized that each individual was part of a church, and that it was through the 
church that such offerings should be made. In that way the poor saints in the church in 
Jerusalem would be blessed by the various churches from all around the region. While we 
each personally give, we are all in this ministry together. 
 
There is an equal element of excitement to see churches working in network with one 
another.  Although many churches support various para-church ministries, the churches 
themselves have little, if any, contact with one another.  I have always wanted to believe 
that this fellowship could somehow be a part of a new communication with other churches 
who share a common vision to see the gospel preached, Christ proclaimed, and churches 
planted. 
 
A point of clarification: 
I have been misunderstood on this point multiple times.  I believe all primary gifting should 
be to the church you attend for the mission entrusted to it.  This does not prohibit 
secondary gifting to other ministries outside the responsibility of a local church.  However, I 
do believe that many local churches have been greatly hindered in their local, national, and 
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global expressions because the people who attend do not make their local family the 
primary recipient of their primary gifting. 
 
When you give there is a common mission to which you give.  It is the desire of all 
leadership to communicate in a clear manner the mission of the fellowship in order that 
you might joyfully and generously give. 
 
This brings us to a third idea. 
 
III. The Plan: Regular Giving for Everyone 

 
2 On the first day of every week, each one of you should set aside a sum of money in 
keeping with his income… (16:2a) 

 
There are three thoughts in verse 2. 
 

A. It is intentional (“a collection . . . on the first day of every week”) 
 
There is a distinct plan to giving.  By identifying it as intentional, it dismisses the idea of 
random and unplanned.  You and I might not live by a budget, but giving as an act of 
worship is to be a real part of our Christian expression.  And no one is excluded. It is for 
everyone. In fact, he says that each one of you is to be involved in setting aside a sum of 
money. 
 
Let us not stumble here.  What you receive as a result of your labor, from that you are to 
give.  If you get paid every week, then you might consider giving every week.  But some 
might be paid every other week, every month or whatever, the point is “when you receive 
anything, then as a steward you should give God a portion as a reflection of your 
gratitude.” 
 

B. It is personal (“each one of you”) 
 
No one is exempt from giving.  Giving is not defined by how much you have.  The amount of 
the gift is never the issue, the motive behind the gift is.  What you give pales against why 
you give. 
 

C. It is financial (“set aside a sum of money” [NIV]) 
 
Listen to the following statement I read in preparation for this study. 
 

“God has a plan for giving. As a matter of fact, God has a plan for everything. People may be 
capricious and unpredictable, randomly changing their mind and behavior for no apparent 
reason, but God is immutable or unchanging by nature. That means that he planned and 
designed everything according to his sovereign purpose. It should not surprise us that he has 
a plan for giving.” 

 
Question: What is worship and how do we worship through giving?  What are we saying 
about God when we give? 
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Just as we gather every week for worship, so we also participate in giving every week. This 
is the principle of regular giving for the support of God’s work. As a matter of fact, giving is 
as much an act of worship as singing, praying, serving, or receiving God’s word through 
teaching and the ordinances.  How unfortunate it would be if when you gathered with the 
people of God you chose never to sing or to sing without heart.  Listening to the study is a 
part of worship.  The same is true as it relates to financial gifting. 
 
The primary issue addressed concerns the contribution being collected for the poor saints 
in Jerusalem, but he is asking them to do that as a part of their regular giving on the Lord’s 
Day. In other words, he was asking them to bring these special offerings to be set aside at 
church rather than at home. 
 
The plan of God for giving is regular systematic giving in which everyone participates as a 
part of the regular worship they attend each week on the first day of the week. 
 
This brings us to a fourth idea. 
 
IV. The Proportion: As God Has Blessed 

 
2 On the first day of every week, each one of you should set aside a sum of money in 
keeping with his income… (16:2a) 

 
Here Paul was talking about a special collection that was being set aside for the poor saints 
in Jerusalem.  We do this regularly with the benevolent offering and other special offerings, 
but there is also a more intentional aspect to giving and it is directly tied into your regular 
income.   
 
The question of percentage always exists when you speak of financial gifting.  Many of us 
are somewhat familiar with the idea of a tenth or tithing.  Many within the New Testament 
believe the Old Testament principle of a tithe carries over for us.  It is often said that if 
everyone simply tithed that the church would be well financed.  But is this how giving is to 
be viewed?  Consider the following thoughts. 
 
Statistics on giving: 

� The average amount of money donated to churches was $895 per donor in 2004. 
� Over 50 percent of the members of any given Christian congregation donate little or 
nothing toward their church’s upkeep and ministries [This is true of WBC]. 

 
This means that half of our fellowship does not participate in this expression of worship.  
Consider the following three thoughts. 
 
First, Old Testament believers gave more than a tithe since it was a part of their taxation 
system. 
Second, New Testament believers are never called upon to give a tithe to the church. 
Third, the nature of New Testament giving has four marks as seen in 2 Corinthians 8. 

� New Testament giving is marked by grace.  This means it is not deserved or merited.  
Giving happens because you received, not because the recipient deserves it (2 Cor. 
8:7).  If you think this ministry deserves your money, then don’t give.  You are not 
giving to this ministry, you are giving to the Lord and His church.  Inside the 
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Gospels, Jesus said that our service/giving is in direct proportion to how much we 
believe we have been forgiven (Luke 7:36-50). 

� New Testament giving is marked by personal devotion.  All giving is a result of a 
personal presenting to the Lord (2 Cor. 8:5).  If you are not a Christian/disciple, then 
you will not give.  This much was noted in Luke’s Gospel.  If you are not seeking His 
kingdom, then you will not give. 

� New Testament giving is marked by generosity (2 Cor. 8:2, 3).  There is a liberality 
that is not defined by circumstances or surplus.  Regardless as to what you have or 
where you find yourself, you give.  When someone says they cannot give or they 
cannot afford to give, they are not thinking correctly.  Every disciple can give.  Most 
of us spend money on things we do not need.  The issue is you are choosing to spend 
your money on things other than on the work of God.  You might find yourself in a 
situation whereby you cannot give financially, but you can give with your time and 
your talents.  This is a part of grace giving. 

� New Testament giving is marked by joy (2 Cor. 8:2, 4; 9:7, 8).  Our receiving of gifts 
from you, the congregant, should be one of the most celebratory aspects of our 
service on Sunday mornings.  Just as I love singing and I love hearing the word of 
God and I love the fellowship of His people, so also I love giving.  It is with joy that my 
wife and I give to the Lord and His work at WBC. 

 
For us, tithing is not the issue.  The “issue” is the great joy of giving financially to God a 
portion of what He has given to us.  Giving like any other fruit is an expression of Christ 
and a work of the Holy Spirit.  Giving is an act of personal and public worship. 
 
This brings us to a fifth idea. 
 
V. The Protection: God’s People 

 
3 Then, when I arrive, I will give letters of introduction to the men you approve and 
send them with your gift to Jerusalem. 4 If it seems advisable for me to go also, they 
will accompany me. (16:3-4) 

 
A very important principle of giving can be inferred from this passage of Scripture. And I 
cannot think of a better time when this principle would be more relevant. It is the principle 
of being accountable to use God’s money in a responsible way. 
 

“The church was to select men whom they approved as trustworthy to care for the money.  
Where the handling of money is involved Christians should take every precaution to secure 
trustworthy and honest men and to use business-like methods of procedure.  Paul did not 
want to allow any occasion for scandal by handling the matter himself.”  (James L. Boyer, For 
a World Like Ours: Studies in 1 Corinthians, 149). 

 
Paul talks about giving letters of introduction to the men approved who will personally take 
the gift and present it to the church in Jerusalem. In other words, as we give through the 
local church, the church provides a measure of accountability for how the money is used. 
 
VI. The Problem: A Church divided 
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Like all of Paul’s comments in 1 Corinthians, he is addressing an issue.  Listen carefully to 
what I believe to be very insightful. 
 

“The churches of Macedonia, especially Philippi, had responded unusually well, but Corinth 
had lagged.  That is usually the case.  When a church is preoccupied with its own petty 
problems it is blind to a needy world.  Strife stifles stewardship.”  (Millard J. Berquist, 
Studies in First Corinthians, 134) 

 
I cannot do it alone; I was never meant nor designed to do it alone.  I believe the New 
Testament believer is designed for community.  This is the place where I believe a New 
Testament church can and does exist.  Are you ready to set aside your differences and 
embrace the greater purpose of the church to make disciples of all the nations beginning in 
our own community?   
 
People are reluctant to give to a divided fellowship, although a church divided is no reason 
not to give.  With reference to this idea of financial gifting, let me offer you five questions. 
 
APPLICATION: (What is the NEXT STEP?) 
 
God’s plan for giving is that it should be Christ-exalting, Word-centered, Global-impacting, 
and Grace-based. That doesn’t happen by accident. We’re not to give because we have been 
manipulated emotionally, or pressured personally. Our giving must be loving, premeditated 
obedience to God’s word and will, giving liberally and even sacrificially at times, to see 
needs met and the Kingdom work of the Church extended and expanded. Money talks and 
your giving talks. What does it say about you? 
 
There are five simple questions that will guide us as to what we need to do next. 
 
1. Do I give to the local church I am a part of? 
2. Do I see my giving as an act of worship toward the Lord? 
3. Do I give intentionally to the local church I am a part of?  Jesus said, “Where your 

treasure is, there will your heart be.” 
4. Is my giving in proportion to what I have received?   
5. Do I give as to the Lord for the expansion of His work? 

 
Many of you will answer the issue of giving with “I cannot afford to give.”  I believe a proper 
response to the statement is, “You cannot afford not to give.”  Remember, how much you 
give is not the issue, your motive behind your giving is.  May God enable you to see your 
giving as an expression of biblical worship.  May you find that who He is and what He has 
done far outweighs what you give. 
 
The outline was taken from J. David Hoke, Pastor, New Horizons Community Church, 2303 Evesham Rd. Voorhees, NJ. 08043. 

 


